The IAWS Executive Committee visited Vietnam Forestry University between May 12 and May 15 to participate in an International Workshop on Cooperation for Development. There were over 70 delegates, including five members of the EC who gave keynote talks listed in the previous IAWS News. The workshop was opened by the head of VFU, Rector Dr Tran Van Chu, and closed by IAWS President Dr Uwe Schmitt. Among the many topics covered by the workshop, the local experts discussed the phenomenal growth in Vietnamese furniture manufacturing industry and the commitment to occupational health and safety. Vietnam is committed to fighting the trade in illegal wood and, through cooperation with other international agencies, is developing as a regional centre for the identification of listed species. After the meeting, the EC was taken on a tour of a large furniture manufacturing company. We were impressed by the efficiency and cleanliness of the operation from raw material to boxed product ready for the international market.
